The Church Responds
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The Affirmation of Faith - Apostles' Creed (In Unison)
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in
Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the
dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

A Minute for Stewardship

(Glory to God)

I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

The Benediction
The Postlude

14th Sunday after Pentecost

10:30 AM

The Church in Preparation
The Prelude
Welcome and Announcements

The Introit and Time of Centering
#7

“Mothering God, You Gave Me Birth”
(Glory to God)
Mothering God, you gave me birth in the bright morning of this world.
Creator, source of every breath, you are my rain, my wind, my sun.
Mothering Christ, you took my form, offering me your food of light,
grain of life, and grain of love, your very body for my peace.
Mothering Spirit, nurturing one, in arms of patience hold me close,
so that in faith I root and grow until I flower, until I know.

The Call to Worship

The Church Goes Forth to Serve
The Closing Hymn #700 “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”
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Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Let us rejoice in the day that God has given us!
Let us praise the God who gives life!
May we give thanks with a unity of hearts and minds.
May we worship the Lord who loves and sustains us.

The Opening Prayer (In Unison)
O God, light of the minds that know you, life of the souls that love you,
strength of the thoughts that seek you: Help us so to know you that we may
truly love you, so to love you that we may fully serve you, whose service is
perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*The Opening Hymn #14

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
(Glory to God)
For the beauty of the earth, for the glory of the skies,
for the love which from our birth over and around us lies:
Refrain:
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

For the wonder of each hour of the day and of the night,
hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light:
Refrain:

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth, and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild:
Refrain
For thyself, best gift divine to the world so freely given;
for that great, great love of thine, peace on earth and joy in heaven:
Refrain

The Prayer of Confession (In Unison)
Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. In your mercy, forgive what we have been, help
us amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

A Time of Silent Confession
The Assurance of Pardon
Musical Response

“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

The Church in Proclamation
Scripture Readings

Exodus 1:8 – 2:10

Leader: The word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God

Special Music

“Creation Sings the Father’s Song”

The Micro Message
Musical Response #324

“For all the Faithful Women”
(Glory to God)
For all the faithful women who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given; to all, their story told.
They served with strength and gladness in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness, proclaimed your power to save.
We praise your name for Miriam, who sang triumphantly
while Pharaoh’s vaunted army lay drowned beneath the sea;
for Ruth, who left her homeland and ventured forth in faith,
who pledged to serve and worship Naomi’s God till death.

We sing of busy Martha, who toiled with pot and pan
while Mary sat in silence to hear the word again.
We praise the other Mary, who hastened to the tomb
and found her Lord arisen, dispelling doubt and gloom.
Lord, hear our praise of Dorcas, who served the sick and poor.
Her hands were cups of kindness, her heart an open door.
O God, for saints and servants, our fervent prayer we raise,
that, faithful in your service, our lives may sing your praise.

The Sermon
The Hymn #769

Rev. Merry Meloy

“For Everyone Born”
For everyone born, a place at the table,
for everyone born, clean water and bread,
a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing,
for everyone born, a star overhead,
Refrain:
and God will delight when we are creators of justice
and joy, compassion and peace:
yes, God will delight when we are creators of justice,
justice and joy!
For woman and man, a place at the table,
revising the roles, deciding the share,
with wisdom and grace, dividing the power,
for woman and man, a system that’s fair,
Refrain
For young and for old, a place at the table,
a voice to be heard, a part in the song,
The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled,
for young and for old, the right to belong,
Refrain
For everyone born, a place at the table,
to live without fear, and simply to be,
to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, f
or everyone born, the right to be free,
Refrain

(Glory to God)

Scripture Readings
Exodus 1:8 – 2:10

papyrus basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put the
child in it and placed it among the reeds on the bank of the river. 4 His sister
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to him.
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Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9 He said to his
people, “Look, the Israelite people are more numerous and more powerful than
we. 10 Come, let us deal shrewdly with them, or they will increase and, in the
event of war, join our enemies and fight against us and escape from the
land.” 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them with forced
labor. They built supply cities, Pithom and Rameses, for Pharaoh. 12 But the more
they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and spread, so that the Egyptians
came to dread the Israelites. 13 The Egyptians became ruthless in imposing tasks
on the Israelites, 14 and made their lives bitter with hard service in mortar and
brick and in every kind of field labor. They were ruthless in all the tasks that they
imposed on them.

The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river, while her attendants
walked beside the river. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid
to bring it. 6 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was crying, and she took
pity on him. “This must be one of the Hebrews’ children,” she said. 7 Then his
sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and get you a nurse from the
Hebrew women to nurse the child for you?” 8 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her,
“Yes.” So the girl went and called the child’s mother. 9 Pharaoh’s daughter said to
her, “Take this child and nurse it for me, and I will give you your wages.” So the
woman took the child and nursed it. 10 When the child grew up, she brought him
to Pharaoh’s daughter, and she took him as her son. She named him
Moses,[a] “because,” she said, “I drew him out[b] of the water.”
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The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named
Shiphrah and the other Puah, 16 “When you act as midwives to the Hebrew
women, and see them on the birthstool, if it is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl,
she shall live.” 17 But the midwives feared God; they did not do as the king of
Egypt commanded them, but they let the boys live. 18 So the king of Egypt
summoned the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this, and
allowed the boys to live?” 19 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew
women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are vigorous and give birth
before the midwife comes to them.” 20 So God dealt well with the midwives; and
the people multiplied and became very strong. 21 And because the midwives
feared God, he gave them families. 22 Then Pharaoh commanded all his people,
“Every boy that is born to the Hebrews[a] you shall throw into the Nile, but you
shall let every girl live.”
2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a Levite woman. 2 The
woman conceived and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a fine baby,
she hid him three months. 3 When she could hide him no longer she got a
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