
The Offertory        “God Gives Us a Future with Hope” 
Chancel Choir 

Pianist Melinda Ripper 

 
*Musical Response #11  “O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?”            (Presby Hymnal) 

O Lord, how shall I meet You,  
How welcome You aright? 

Your people long to greet You,  
My hope, my heart’s delight! 

O kindle, Lord most holy,  
A lamp within my breast, 

To do in spirit lowly  
All that may please You best. 

 
*The Prayer of Dedication 

Loving God, we give you thanks for your many, many blessings—for the grace 
you give and the new life you share.  Accept these gifts, we pray, as a token of 
our deep gratitude and love.  Empower us to serve you and your church with 
faithful hearts, energetic hands, and joyful spirits.  Amen. 

 
The Church Goes Forth to Serve 

*The Closing Hymn #49     “Once in Royal David’s City”             (Presby Hymnal) 

 
*The Benediction                      
 
*The Benediction Response            “Amen”    Chancel Choir 

 
The Postlude 

 
Welcome to Saint Andrews.  We’re glad you’re here! 

 
Saint Andrews United Presbyterian Church 

201 E. Jefferson Street, Butler, PA 16001      Phone: (724) 287-4777     
Website: www.standrewsupc.org       Email: office@standrewsupc.org 

 

Saint Andrews United Presbyterian Church 
December 18, 2022      4th Sunday of Advent         10:30 AM 

 
 

The Church in Preparation 
The Prelude          Pianist Melinda Ripper 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Call to Worship                    Natalie McKay 

Leader: This is the season of holy waiting. 
People: We wait for a baby to be born,  

Emmanuel, “God is with us.”  
Leader: We wait for Jesus, God’s beloved Son, 
People: Our beloved Savior. 
Leader: Let us watch and wait with expectant hearts. 
People Let us offer God our grateful praise.  

 
The Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Love Candle  

As we gather around the Advent wreath this morning, we light four candles: a purple 
candle in hope, a purple candle for peace, a pink candle in joy, and a purple candle 
with love.  In Christ, God comes to us in love and fills us with God’s love for all 
people.  Scripture tells us that “God sent his only Son into the world so that we might 
live through him.  In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent 
his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Beloved, since God loved us so 
much, we also ought to love one another.”   

 
The Chancel Choir Sings in Response        “A Candle Shines” 

 
The Opening Prayer (In Unison) 

Gracious God, we thank you for showing us the depth of your love for all 
people—for young and old, rich and poor, sick and strong, saint and sinner.  
Join us in this hour of worship and empower us to open our hearts to you and 
to one another, through the grace of Christ.  Amen.    

 
*The Hymn #34                 “In Bethlehem a Babe Was Born”             (Presby Hymnal) 

 

(Ushers will collect prayer requests. Please pass them to the side aisles.) 
 

*The people will rise in body or spirit 

 



The Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 
Lord, we come to you with so many needs.  We bring our spiritual hungers to 
you, hoping to be fed.  We bring our weariness, yearning to find rest.  We 
bring our dullness, asking you to awaken us.  We bring our sin, asking for 
your forgiveness.  Help us and heal us, Lord.  Gather the scattered fragments 
of our lives into a meaningful wholeness.  Empower us to become the people 
you created us to be, the grace of Christ.  Amen. 

 

A Time of Silent Confession and the Assurance of Pardon 
 

The Congregation Sings in Response     “Gloria Patri”   
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost, 

as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 

The Reaffirmation of the Baptismal Covenant  
for Those Uniting with Saint Andrews 

 

Presentation of New Members 
 

Profession of Faith  
Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin  
and renounce evil and its power in the world? 
 

I do 
 

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior,  
trusting in his grace and love? 
 

I do 
 

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciples, obeying his Word and showing his love? 
 

I will, with God’s help. 
 

With the whole church, let us rise and profess our faith together. 
 

*Corporate Affirmation of Faith - Apostles' Creed  (In Unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  And in Jesus 
Christ, His only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the 
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He 
descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

You have publicly professed your faith.  Will you be a faithful member of this 
congregation, share in its worship and ministry through your prayers and gifts,  
your study and service, and so fulfill your calling to be a disciple of Jesus Christ? 
 

I will, with God’s help. 
 

Prayer and Welcome 
 

The Hymn #48          “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”            (Presby Hymnal) 

 

The Church in Proclamation 
The Scripture Reading        Matthew 1: 18 - 25                                N. T. Page 1 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God 

 

The Anthem             “Still, Still, Still” 
Guitarist Andrew Ripper 
Pianist Melinda Ripper 

 

The Sermon      “The Man at the Manger”          Rev. Merry Meloy 

 

The Hymn #27             “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”             (Presby Hymnal) 

 

The Church Responds 
The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer     

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

The Offertory Invitation  
In this season of gift giving, we give thanks for the greatest gift of all—the gift of 
God’s Son, our Savior.  Christ came into the world so that we might know the depth 
of God’s love for each of us.  We express our love and thankfulness by giving 
ourselves to God.  Let us bring before the Lord our gifts and offerings.   
 
As the offering plates are being passed, please sign and pass the Friendship 
Registers located at the end of your pews.  If you are visiting with us this morning, 
please help us get to know you by filling out the long, blue card in the pew rack in 
front of you.  Thank you! 

 



 

This Week at Saint Andrews United Presbyterian Church  
 
 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 
4

th
 Sunday of Advent 

     9:30 AM – Session & New Members Meet 
   10:30 AM – Worship  

 
 

Monday, December 19, 2022  
 
 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
   10:00 AM – 2:00 PM – The Alcove at Saint Andrews 

 
 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
    5:00 PM – Community Dinner – Allison Park Butler Campus  
    7:00 PM – A Quiet Christmas Service at Hill Presbyterian Church  

 
 

Thursday, December 22, 2022 
     6:15 PM – Canticleer Ringers 
     7:30 PM – Chancel Choir  

 
 

Friday, December 23, 2022 
 
 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
Christmas Eve 

     5:30 PM – Chancel Choir Rehearsal  
     6:30 PM – Music Prelude 
     7:00 PM – Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 

 
 

Next Sunday, December 25, 2022 
Christmas Day 

   10:30 AM – Joint Worship with Covenant  
     

    

 
 
 
 
 

Worship Leaders 
Ushers: Mary Ann Hazlett         Scott Hazlett         Dave Landis        Scott/Donna O’ Day 
Next Week: Travis Grossman                Nate Grossman                   Volunteers Needed 
Liturgist: Natalie McKay             Next Week: TBA 
Sound Tech: Jon McKay                      Next Week: Kevin Moon 
Flower Delivery: Mary Ann Hazlett                                            Next Week: All Deacons 
Open the Church: Paul Perry                                                       Next Week: Paul Perry 
Close the Church: TBA                                                     Next Week: Pastor Merry 
 
The Flowers today are given by Pastor Merry in celebration of our new members. 
 
Prayer Requests can be made by using the pink/purple prayer request cards found in  
the pew racks.  Pass your requests to the center aisle during the Opening Hymn. They 
will be distributed to our Prayer Team to be included in this week’s prayers.     
 
Restrooms: From the front of the sanctuary, use the left entrance (by the piano) and 
follow the hallway to the right.  The restrooms are down the hall on the left.   
 

    

                                                                    All in the FamilyAll in the FamilyAll in the FamilyAll in the Family    
 

The prayers and best wishes of the congregation go out to 
our Administrative Assistant Danielle Smith!  She and 
Brandon Henzes became engaged on Thanksgiving Day.   

 
 

One of our former members, Bill Sheavly, is facing significant 
health challenges and needs a new kidney.  He is desperately 
searching for a donor and has set up a GoFundMe page to help pay 
expenses for the donor.  Bill grew up in our church and now lives 
out of state.  If you would like more information, please speak to 
Pastor Merry.  Thank you! 

    

Happy Birthday to 
 

 Mary Lindenberg  December 18  
 Karen Pressler  December 23  
 Stephanie Arienzo  December 23  



 
    

“A Quiet Christmas”  
This Wednesday, Dec. 21 

7:00 pm 
Hill United Presbyterian Church 

 

Butler Area Presbyterians will offer a “Quiet Christmas” service this Wednesday 

evening, December 21, at Hill United Presbyterian Church.  Christmas can be a difficult 

season.  Many of us are stressed and too busy.  Many of us are carrying the added 

weight of loss, health worries, work frustrations, and family concerns.  In the hustle and 

bustle of this holiday season, a “Quiet Christmas” provides a little extra space to pray, 

to breathe, to just “be” in God’s love and grace.  The service begins at 7:00 pm at Hill.  

Everyone is invited.  Please join us! 
 

 
 

New Flower Calendar for 2023 
 

Would you like to donate the chancel flowers for one or more 
worship services?  The Flower Calendar for 2023 is in the narthex. 
Please sign up for a Sunday or two.  Don’t forget to tell us if the 
flowers are in honor or in memory of someone, or if they are to 
commemorate an important date.  The flowers you donate are yours 

to take home after the worship service, or you may leave them and a Deacon will 
take them to one of our homebound members.  The cost is $35. 
 

 
 

2023 Giving Envelopes Now Available 
 

To save on postage, we are asking you to pick up your giving 
envelopes for the new year.  They are displayed alphabetically on the 
pew in the narthex.  Please be sure to use the new envelopes starting 
January 1, 2023.  If you use 2022 envelopes in 2023, your giving could 
be credited to someone else’s account. 

 

 

Holiday Worship Schedule 
 

            Christmas Eve Worship 
  

Join us for worship on Christmas Eve, Saturday, December 24th.  
Our Candlelight Service begins at 7:00 pm.  Bring the family and 
come early!  Special music begins at 6:30 pm.   
 

    

 

               Christmas Day Worship 
Christmas morning worship will be informal with lots of carols.  
Come as you are in your sweats, jeans, or jammies.  The service 
begins at our regular time, 10:30 am.  Rev. John Silbert and 
Covenant Presbyterian Church will be joining us.  Please welcome 
them as we celebrate Christ’s birth together! 

 
    

 

New Year’s Day Worship 
We’ll be worshiping with our brothers and sisters at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church on Sunday, January 1, 2023.  The service 
will begin at 11:00 am at Covenant and will include special 
music, Scripture, and stories.  Covenant is located right across 
the street at 230 E. Jefferson St.  Please join us!    

 

    
 

Giving Request 
Please make sure your 2022 giving is completed by next Sunday, Dec. 25, so that 
contributions can be deposited before the end of the year and our records accurately 
reflect your giving for 2022.  If you have questions or concerns, please call Danielle 
(724-287-4777).  Thank you!   

 


